Food for Thought
"Whereas near the Station of Banff...in the Provisional District of Alberta,... there have been discovered several hot mineral springs which promise to be of great sairitary advantage to die public,...and diey are hereby reserved from sale or settlement or squatting...."
With these words, the government of Sir John A. Macdonald reserved the first piece of land for national park purposes, on November 25, 1885. That small (26 km 1 ') area is now within Banff National Park, viewed by many as the "jewel" of Canada's national parks system, and those original Cave & Basin Hot Springs are the focal point for the 1985 celebration of the National Parks Centennial.
Looking back from 1985. the decision of the government 100 years ago seems both a bold and a wise move. Bold, because much of Canada was wilderness, and settlers were bent on taming the land rather than conserving its natural state. Wise, because today the national parks idea is welcomed, not only in Canada, but in many countries around the world.
Conservation, as we know it today, was not always the primary motive or raison d'être tor establishing national parks, however. In the beginning, the government and the Canadian Pacific Railway saw tourism potential, financial support for the railway and strong federal presence in the Rocky Mountains Park. As the park system evolved and other socio-economic threads wove their way through our history, policies and philosophies of Canadians toward the national parks changed.
Today our national parks system is recognized internationally for its role in preserving representative examples of Canada's different natural regions. Several of these are designated World Heritage Sites, reflecting their global importance. Current management policies are carefully designed and implemented to balance the use of these heritage properties with the long-term goal of conservation as required by the National Parks Act: "... the National Parks shall be maintained and made use of so as to leave them unimpaired for future generations."
In this 100th year of national parks in Canada, we have an ideal opportunity to reflect upon the evolution of the parks system and the thinking of Canadians over the period. We also have the chance to look forward, and in the context of the heritage we enjoy today, to make a commitment to future generations.
The original Cave & Basin Hot Springs are the focal point for the 1985 celebration of the National Parks Centennial.
The Road to Our National Parks
The Centennial celebrations in 1985 are an appropriate time for Canadians to take stock of our national parks system, to see how far it has come and how much farther it has to go.
The origins of Canada's national parks are linked to the construction of the transcontinental railway, and its final crossing of the Rocky Mountains. Railway workers were inspired to explore the majestic natural beauty that was all around them. One day, in November, 1883, a foreman, Frank McCabe, and one of his co-workers, William McCardell, visited the area close to Terrace (now Sulphur) Mountain and discovered two natural hot springs. One spring came up from the depths of a cave and the other fed a natural basin. As a result they came to be called Cave and Basin Hot Springs.
News of the discovery spread like wildfire. Because of the possibility of making a financial gain on this unusual attraction, the site was soon overrun by railway workers. A legal battle to establish ownership followed, a battle which soon came to an unexpected ending.
On November 25, 1885, the Government of Canada passed an Order-in-Council which decreed that an area approximately 26 km 2 around Cave and Basin Hot Springs be set aside, thereby protecting from alienation or exploitation the embryo of Banff National Park. This was the first step towards creation of our network of national parks.
Two years later, on June 23, 1887, Parliament passed the Rocky Mountains Park Act which officially created the first national park: "The said tract of land is hereby reserved and set apart as a public park and pleasure ground for the benefit, advantage and enjoyment of the people of Canada. ..".
Recreation and tourism were the main goals for this first national park. However, the idea of conservation also played a part.
As early as 1886, the government had created land reserves, including one at Lake Louise that would eventually be part of Banff. Other land reserves laid the foundations for Yoho and Glacier. With the setting aside of land for the future Waterton Lakes National Park in 1895, Canada was well on the way to conserving important parts of its natural heritage.
In less than 100 years, the Government of Canada has established a heritage network that today includes 31 national parks, more than 70 national historic parks and sites and 9 heritage canals. When completed, the network will protect examples of each of Canada's 48 natural regions which have been identified by Parks Canada as representative of the diversity and the resources of our vast country.
On the eve of its second century of existence, our national parks network represents approximately one half of these regions. There is still a lot more work to be done. Centennial year gives all Canadians an opportunity to lend a hand.
For the Centennial, the Cave and Basin pool is being restored as it was in 1914. 1985 is the 100th birthday of the establishment of Banff National Park, but for this Centennial we are celebrating 100 years of conservation of heritage places in Canada. We plan to have Centennial celebrations in every park-national and historic-in 1985.
Parks Canada isn't only national parks. There are 70 some historic parks and sites, and we have the historic canals, which preserve an important artifact and are very exciting places to visit. We have one of the better historic park systems in the world. And the public interest in that part of the program grows even faster than in the national parks part. People are more and more concerned about heritage. We don't see too much difference philosophically in how you look at national parks and how you look at historic parks. It is the business of preserving heritage.
A.T. Davidson

Bill Mason
What do you see as Parks Canada's role in the education process?
Maybe it is naive to think that anyone can increase peoples' level of education and understanding in one year, but if the Centennial program snowballs, and we hope it will, we will get a lot of people involved. If we get good audiences on television and radio and in print, we may be able to get a boost from it, and we may be able to go on from there to give education more emphasis. Not enough Canadians know about their national parks. They don't know what the objectives are. They don't know enough about the objectives to know if they are strongly in favour of the parks or not.
Are the national parks as important today as they were in the past?
I think that the importance of national parks grows every year as the intensity of land management increases across the country. They are more important now than they were 50 years ago. There are many more of them and the system is a lot bigger, but the idea is also more important and the job they are doing is more important.
From the point of view of what national parks can provide in good things, they are probably much more valuable than oil fields, and 50 years from now I think we will have the view that the two concepts are not even to be compared, that the value of the national park idea is so great. We owe a great debt to the people who started the idea.
What is Parks Canada's long-term goal-for the next 100 years-and where do we stand in the number of parks at the moment?
Parks Canada has adopted the national parks systems plan and Cabinet generally thinks it is the direction we should go in. With that plan, we need about 20 more national parks to complete the system. Those are in addition to the 31 we now have.
We know where these 20 new national parks should be. We know there should be about 10 more in the North, and that there should be about 10 more in the provincial areas. We think we can get government support to act on the northern parks, and we propose to attempt as many as five by our 1985 Centennial. That would leave five to accomplish in the next decade.
That is encouraging.
I think it is possible because there is a good deal of support for it, not only from conservationists but also from native people and governments.
Good. That is exciting news.
Ten new national parks in the provinces is going to be tough, however, because almost every time we propose a new national park in the provinces, we are talking about an area that either is partially settled or developed now, or has areas near it in which there are more intensive land uses. There is then the problem of what the development of the park will do to established uses nearby. The Bruce proposal is an example. There is the hunting problem, the tourism concern, and so on. Thus, the provincial areas are much more difficult than the northern areas. They are much more costly, and they are much slower because there are years of conflicts to resolve.
I don't think it would be overly optimistic, however, to predict that because we brought ten new national parks into the system over the last 15 years we could bring in another ten in the provinces within the next 15 years, with goodwill from the provinces, and if the government really wanted to put a push on. It is possible that the national parks system we envisage for Canada could be completed by the year 2000.
Surely the toughest part of your job at Parks Canada is balancing the need for conservation and the demand for development. If wilderness is to be set aside, Parks Canada is the one to do it.
If you don't, who will?
Maybe not Parks Canada alone, because some of the provinces are establishing wilderness areas. There is no question, however, that the National Parks Act has the longest and the best track record for the preservation of important areas. The Parks Canada policy, which we debated a great deal in 1978 and 1979, came to the conclusion that preservation was the first priority. So, when we face those issues, and there are many, we lean first to the first priority and objectivepreservation-and then we modify that continually with the question of how much we will provide for the use objective. I think our track record on the whole is good in balancing these objectives.
Ornamental arch at the head of Banff Avenue, circa 1890
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Citizens' Committee -Update
To prepare for 1985, the Minister of the Environment appointed a committee of private citizens to encourage Canadians to celebrate their heritage and participate in its preservation. The National Parks Centennial Citizens' Committee is made up of 12 volunteer directors, each representing a province or territory.
The National Parks Centennial Citizens' Committee (NPCCC) met with federal Environment Minister Suzanne Blais-Grenier on November 24th in Toronto to brief her on the status of fundraising activities for approved heritage projects and to outline its plans for a public awareness campaign during 1985. The minister assured the committee of her full support of its mandate and expressed her wish to encourage awareness projects that will complement the National Parks Centennial and involve all Canadians in the Heritage '85 activities.
More than 30 national and provincial heritage organizations already have endorsed Heritage '85 and will be using the NPCCC logo in their publications. Among them are the Heritage Canada Foundation, the Canadian Forestry Association, the Nature Conservancy of Canada, the Ontario Genealogical Society, the British Columbia Museums Association, the Saskatchewan History & Folklore Society and the Youth Science Foundation. The committee also is actively encouraging community service associations and private industry to adopt a heritage theme for their 1985 marketing programs.
To recognize outstanding contributions to heritage conservation, the NPCCC will provide "1985 Friends of Heritage" scrolls to all municipalities in Canada. Mayors will be invited to nominate one candidate in each of three categories: individual, business or corporate, and community organization. The scrolls will be inscribed and provided by the NPCCC for presentation to the nominees by municipal officials.
From more than 350 applications received, the NPCCC has selected 30 major projects to be given priority in fundraising approaches to the corporate sector. At least one project has been selected from each province and territory.
January 18th was the deadline for entries in the NPCCC Heritage Poster Design Competition, which is open to any student enrolled in visual or graphic arts courses at community colleges. Cash awards of $500.00 for the winning design, $300.00 for second prize and $200.00 for third prize have been offered. In addition, any entry may be selected for publication by Parks Canada or the NPCCC to promote public awareness of Heritage '85. 
Centennial Exhibits
Special exhibits are now travelling to display points across the country until the end of 1985. Three different types have been designed to help to develop heritage conservation awareness and to encourage Canadians to learn more about our national parks, national historic parks and sites and heritage canals.
The national exhibit tells the story of the discovery of the Cave and Basin Hot Springs, the establishment of Banff National Park, and the growth of the Parks Canada system of parks, sites and canals. One section explains the challenge of completing the national parks system while ensuring the protection of existing heritage areas. Another section outlines Parks Canada's international role in the preservation of our natural and cultural heritage resources of universal value.
Visitors to the exhibit will be provided with information materials they can take home. The national exhibit contains state-of-the-art computer and Telidon components as well as audio-visual and taped sound tracks to complement the life-size images and artifacts that bring it to life.
Five exhibits, one based in each region, will complement the national exhibit. Designed for easy transportation and assembly, each is made up of six door-size panels and requires approximately 23 m 2 of showroom. Graphics, photos, maps and text will introduce the public to Centennial activities and Parks Canada's history. Each will include information about the parks in the region where they are displayed and will be available for shopping centres, This summer, the Great Heritage Canoe Pageant will wind its way from Rocky Mountain House to Lower Fort Garry. Fort Battleford will host the pageant on July 14, and on August5 Lower Fort Garry will mark its arrival with jigging contests, a period meal and traditional entertainment, singing and storytelling.
On June 13 and July 14, bishops, former parishioners and local old timers will be invited to attend the official openings of the Church and the Rectory at Batoche.
On July 1, the show of July 1,1899 will be re-enacted at the Palace Grand Theatre in Dawson. The audience will be invited to participate in Centennial ceremonies throughout the day and to visita site (not to be revealed in advance) where a time capsule will be buried. At Prince Albert, a torch-light canoe parade will conclude the July 1 st special events, which will also include a ceremonial re-dedication of the park.
On July 26, 27 and 28, Festival '85 at Riding Mountain will present heritage speakers, old-time music, square dancing, ethnic foods and children's activities.
In August, Pierre Berton will travel the Yukon River by riverboat from the SS Klondike site in Whitehorse to Dawson City. Those who lived and worked along the river will be invited to participate in this special ceremony, and visitors will find many good vantage points from which to view the procession.
From August 1 to 14, visitors to Kraus Hot Springs in Nahanni will hear Gus and Mary Kraus relate their fascinating tales of the early years around Fort Simpson.
ONTARIO REGION
In July, the National Parks Centennial will be the feature theme of the Great Lake Fest at Harbourfront in Toronto.
One-quarter of a million visitors are expected to participate. On Canada Day, ham radio operators will hold a National Parks Treasure Hunt.
At the Boy Scout Jamboree, to be held at the Grande River Conservation Area near Guelph from July 3 to 12, Parks Canada and the boy scout organization will announce jointly the Back Home Challenge. This heritage program is designed to encourage scouts to do heritage projects in heritage properties neartheir homes. Parks Canada will provide a major Centennial exhibit in the Gateway to Canada area.
Earlier, on May 18, the RCMP Musical Ride will participate in the opening ceremonies of the Trent-Severn Waterway at the Lakefield Fair Grounds.
On June 15, St. Lawrence Islands will host a 7-mile war canoe race from Rockport to Mallorytown Landing.
Ribbon-cutting ceremonies on July 1 for the new activity centre at the Peterborough Lift Lock will include films, special guests and exhibits about the world's highest lift lock.
Fort Wellington's two-day military pageant on July 20-21 will feature mock battles, musical demonstrations, fashion shows and 18th-century activities by more than 400 women and children in period costume. REGION (P.E.I., N.S., N.B. 
Heritage for Tomorrow
Since land was first set aside for public use at Banff a century ago, the protection of our natural and cultural heritage has been an accepted part of public policy in Canada. Through the years, we have developed one of the most successful approaches to heritage conservation in the world.
The international community regards Canada's work in conservation of our natural heritage as highly successful, but Parks Canada continues to strive for improvement in the national parks system and for a meaningful role for parks in a society much changed from 100 years ago. As our national parks begin their second century, 1985 is an appropriate year for Canadians to appraise what has been accomplished and to voice their hopes and aspirations for national parks in the future. The Canadian Assembly on National Parks and Protected Areas provides the forum to do just that.
Throughout 1984, several caucuses established by the assembly held meetings and conducted workshops and surveys to determine which issues on the future of Canada's heritage resources are of significance regionally and nationally. Interested Canadians deliberated on prescriptions for heritage conservation in the second century of our national parks and protected areas.
Each caucus adopted a format suited to regional needs and opportunities. In British Columbia, six sub-regional groups have been discussing heritage matters on a geographical basis. In Quebec, a thematic approach has been adopted and as many as 25 sub-themes are being discussed. In Atlantic Canada, the four-province caucus has conducted provincial surveys, held regional meetings and undertaken a number of background studies.
In keeping with the Centennial theme, the discussions give equal weight to national parks and other areas outside Parks Canada's administration. Participants have represented a broad spectrum of interests concerned with the impact, uses and benefits of both. Groups working in the sectors of tourism, recreation, conservation and natural resources and interested members of the public are taking part.
The input received demonstrates a high level of interest among Canadians for the ways in which our heritage resources may best be managed and used to ensure their passage to those who follow us. Clearly, stewardship of our heritage resources is a concern shared by Canadians across the country.
The caucuses have addressed dozens of conservation issues, and they have pursued a range of strategies that may best suit the realities of the decades ahead. Now they are placing priorities on their various deliberations and proposing final caucus reports.
These reports, together with a national issues paper and agenda document, will be distributed in advance of the Canadian Assembly, to be convened in Banff from September 4th to 8th. In workshops and plenary sessions at the assembly, participants from across Canada and abroad will consider the most important elements of heritage conservation in Canada's future. The work of the caucuses and the assembly promises to result in an important statement on what directions Canadians wish to take in the years ahead to conserve and use their valued heritage resources. The assembly project is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to make a national commitment to our children and to the landscapes, habitats and species of this great land. generates both benefits and disadvantages. The viewer will be provoked to reconsider the traditional perception of fire.
Another film will address the problems encountered in creating and expanding a country-wide system of national parks. Different objectives, competing demands, diverse opinions and legislative provisions that are open to interpretation are some of the issues raised. The film presents a sense of the magnitude of Parks Canada's goal of completing a system of national parks that will represent each of Canada's 48 natural regions.
In keeping with its subject, the film captures some of the most beautiful scenery in the country-areas that now are within the national parks system and areas that should be included.
A fourth film focuses on the conservation of Canada's cultural heritage and the growth of a strong heritage movement in Canada during the past 30 years. To explain this phenomenon, which recognizes the talents and contributions of ourancestors, the film explores private sector, municipal, provincial and federal initiatives. It proposes a poetic venture, taking viewers through Canada's waterways from one end of the country to the other, discovering the main streets, fortresses, villages and industries of the past, and meeting the ordinary Canadians who built our country-the footsoldier, the blacksmith, the farm worker, the housewife and the sailor.
All fourfilms will première this year. After their Canadian television debuts, they will be available on loan through the normal distribution channels of the National Film Board in either 16 mm or %-inch cassette format. Meanwhile, readers aware of major conferences or meetings at which the films could be screened are asked to contact the Centennial Task Force.
For more information: Departments with heritage conservation mandates indicate interest in mounting displays and exhibits about their own activities while at the same time honouring the centenary of conservation of our natural heritage. The Public Archives of Canada has accepted a major collection of Parks Canada's historical records for conservation and will mount a display of selected items in 1985. Veterans Affairs will erect cairns and commemorative plaques in selected national parks and national historic parks to honour those who gave their lives to safeguard our heritage.
Departments with interests in tourism and economic development are realizing that there are opportunities in Centennial activities and events that will take place. With appropriate publicity, and a little creativity, municipalities, regions and entire provinces can capitalize on heritage themes and events to promote tourism and their related service industries.
Tourism Canada is using Heritage '85 as the theme for its marketing activities, and is encouraging the private sector to join it. All parts of Environment Canada are joining the celebration. This seems quite natural, as heritage conservation is the business of the entire department. It is also an especially warm gesture to Parks Canada, the newest member of Environment's family. Departmental publications will carry the Centennial message. The Atmospheric Environment Service has suggested using the weather information network to carry messages about the Centennial, heritage conservation and specific events. The Environmental Protection Service has proposed certain publications outlining the effect of current environmental problems, such as acid rain, on the conservation of natural and cultural heritage.
The Royal Canadian Mint is honouring the National Parks Centennial by issuing two numismatic coins in 1985: a $100 gold coin and a $1 commemorative silver coin. Canada Post will issue stamps during the year that will feature Banff National Park and historical themes related to Batoche National Historic Site, historic forts and lighthouses. Energy, Mines and Resources is producing two new maps, as well as other publications highlighting the broadening scope of Parks Canada's heritage conservation activities.
"100 Years of Heritage Conservation" is something in which the entire country can take pride. Provincial governments, federal departments and agencies and the private sector are responding enthusiastically to the opportunity to get involved. We hope that the provinces will pass on the message to their municipalities and encourage them to participate. 
